I am so very excited about having you in my class this year! My cohort and myself have taken the time to provide meaningful, rigorous, and fun investigations with the intent that each of you experience group and individual success. Whether you are in a lab, activity, or taking notes, you must do your part. If you do your part, then this will be a year to remember! The next few pages contain the units we will study this year, my classroom policies, and my expectations. Read these pages carefully and use them to achieve success in science this year. 

Communication

Students and parents should feel free to contact me by phone or email anytime if there are any concerns or questions. Email is my preferred method of communication and I can respond much more quickly. A good time to call me would be before or after school or during my planning period from 9:50-11:00a.m. If I am unable to answer the phone, then please leave a message and I will return your call as soon as I am able. 

Miss Ruhnke

School: 620-441-2030

Cell: 620-660-2506

Email: moriah.ruhnke@usd470.com
Another great form of communication that our district provides is the opportunity for parents to have access to their students grades online through PowerSchool  at all times. This allows you to check daily and see if they are turning in their work, or appear to be understanding the concepts being taught. If you do not have one of these accounts and are interested in having this access then please call the office at the above school number and ask about it.

Last, but not least, one of my favorite forms of communication is my web page for Blue Team Science. From this page, you can access test scores, a calendar of events, quick link to email the teacher, and computer games that will allow students to study the current subjects being taught in science. I feel that this Quia page is the most valuable resource students have in my classroom and I encourage students and parents to really utilize the study games available. 

There are two ways to access this page online:

· Accessing test scores and reviewing test material

· Go to www.quia.com
· Click on enter student zone.

· Enter username and password

· Username: firstlast368, (ex. moriahruhnke368)

· Password: last four digits of student number (student will be given these numbers at the beginning of the year)

· Viewing class page, calendar, and review games

· Log on to www.quia.com/pages/acmsbluescience.html
Items needed

You will need to provide the following items for class:

· Colored pencils

· Red grading pen

· Paper

· Other occasional items might be needed from home throughout the year at little to no expense to the student, such as a calculator

Each day you will need to make sure you have the following items in class with you:

· School Agenda

· Textbook

· Paper/pencil

· AR book

· Classwork

Expectations and classroom rules
You will be expected to follow all guidelines as outlined in your student handbook, by the blue team, and by Ms. Ruhnke. The teacher will model a positive attitude and an appreciation for science and the learning process. Students need to:

1. Be responsible. You are responsible for your own actions. Be prepared for class by having your supplies and homework done.

2. Be respectful. You are to treat other students, teachers, and subs with respect.

3. Use your time wisely. This means come to class prepared, follow directions, and do not waste anyone’s time. 

There will also be lab safety rules outlined before lab participation.

Please do not be afraid to ask for help at anytime. I might not know you have a problem if you don’t tell me. 

Tardies and detention

You are expected to be in class on time and ready to work. If tardy, the following will occur:

1st tardy= warning

2nd tardy= 10 minute detention

3rd tardy= 20 minute detention parents contacted
All subsequent tardies will result in office referrals.

If a student fails to follow class guidelines, a detention may be issued. When a detention is assigned, the student will fill out the detention form and a copy will be mailed home to the parent. If a student fails to attend an assigned detention, the time of the detention will be doubled. If the student fails to attend the doubled detention, an office referral will result.

All detentions will be served in the moring before school. Exceptions are sometimes possible if arrangements are made in advance.

***If a detention is assigned from a substitute teacher based on bad behavior, then the normal detention time will be tripled and the student will be required to write a letter of apology to the substitute.***

Despite what you may think, I do not like to assign detention. Proper behavior is expected and, as Blue Team 7th Graders, I expect you to be the models of the perfect ACMS student. Make me proud!
Late work

Late work may be handed in one day late for 80% credit or two or more days late for 50% credit, unless otherwise specified by the teacher. 

If a student misses school, it is the student’s responsibility to check the Been Absent folder for their work or check with the teacher for missed/make-up work. 

I encourage participation in school sports, but remember if you are going to participate in sports, it is your responsibility to get your assignments ahead of time if you know you are going to miss class for a game.
Units of study

This is a general science class, which means that we will cover a variety of topics. Some of these topics include: cells and cell processes, ecology, matter and chemistry, force of motion, plate tectonics, and light. All topics will be addressed using the scientific method and science process skills.

This is a hands-on, cooperative learning environment. Many group activities will be used to enhance student learning. However, grades will be based on an individual performance basis in most cases.

How can parents help?

Classroom learning is a partnership. My responsibility as teacher is to provide interesting and challenging activities in a comfortable, well-organized, safe classroom. Each student is responsible for coming to class with a good attitude prepared to learn science to the best of his or her ability. Research shows that students whose parents are involved in their learning have a higher success rate in school. Here are some ways that parents can help:

1. Organize a study place at home and a regular study time. Study should be a daily habit; a student can still review important concepts even if he or she has “no homework.” Quia games are a perfect study tool when they have no assigned homework. Please ask your student to log on to Quia and show their test scores. 

2. Have your child bring home an up-to-date Student Agenda (assignment calendar) each day and go over it together.

3. Be involved in assignments or checking on grades.

4. Praise your student for completing work well. We all like to feel appreciated for work we do!

5. Never hesitate to contact me with questions or concerns. Nothing is too small if it helps me understand or work with your child better. 

Thank you for your help and support!

Miss Ruhnke

Return portion

Time for your first assignment! Take this paper home and review it with your parents or guardians. Have it signed and return it to Ms. Ruhnke by ________________________.

Student Signature:__________________________________________________
Information below must be completed by a parent or guardian please!

Student Name:______________________________

Guardian name:_____________________________  Home Phone #:_______________

Cell phone #:_______________________________   Email:_______________________

Guardian name:_____________________________  Home Phone #:_______________

Cell phone #:_______________________________  Email:_______________________

Please list any allergies your child has________________________________________

Any questions or comments you have at this point:_______________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature:_________________________________________________

*by signing this you acknowledge that you have read through this with your child*




Blue Team science








Miss Ruhnke








